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Heyburn Council Minutes January 28, 2026 

 

City of Heyburn Council Meeting & Public Hearing 

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 

7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor: Chad Anderson. 

 

Council Present: Brian Dodds, Joanne Justesen, Stegen Phillips. Rick Tundag - excused.  

 

Employees Present: 

Paul Ross, Jerome Fagaldefeg, Ryan Bertalotto, and Ashlee Langley. 

 

Welcome & Pledge 

Meeting conducted by Mayor Chad Anderson who welcomed everyone to the meeting and led 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Swearing in of Councilmember 

Mayor Chad Anderson swore in councilmember Brian Dodds.  

 

Discussion and Training Review 

City Attorney Paul Ross provided training for elected officials on open meeting laws, public 

records, public hearings, and confidentiality. Mr. Ross emphasized that most City business, 

including emails and text messages, is a public record and that discussing substantive City 

business with a quorum outside a noticed meeting is a violation. While executive sessions are 

permitted for limited purposes, information discussed is confidential. Council members were 

advised to conduct City business openly, retain City-related communications, and use caution 

when communicating outside of meetings. 

 

Discuss / Consider FY 2024-25 Annual Audit – Jeff Pouslen – ACTION ITEM 

Jeff Poulsen of Poulsen VanLeuven & Catmull presented the Fiscal Year 2024–25 audit report, 

reporting a clean audit opinion for the year ended September 30, 2025, and confirming the City’s 

financial statements fairly present its financial condition. Mr. Poulsen highlighted increased 

General Fund expenses related to the Agri-Service building purchase, the purchase of a wheel 

loader in the street division, and the walking path expansion, resulting in a temporary reduction 

of cash reserves. The Electric Fund saw an increase in cash, while Wastewater Fund cash 

declined due to grant-funded project expenditures, and the Water Fund showed improved 

performance.  

 

Motion by Stegen Phillips to approve the FY 2024-25 Annual Audit as presented. Second by 

Joanne Justesen.  Roll-Call Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – Aye; Stegen Phillips – 

Aye. 

 

Consent Agenda – ACTION ITEM  

The consent calendar consists of items that are considered to be routine in nature and 

will be enacted in the form of one motion. Any item can be removed from the consent 

calendar and heard in its regular order at the request of any council member or the 

mayor.  
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a. Approve the Minutes of the January 14, 2026 City Council Meeting & 

Public Hearing  

b. Approve Paying the Bills  

c. Approve the FY 2024-25 4th Quarter Treasurers Financial Report 

d. Approve the FY 2025-26 1st Quarter Treasurers Financial Report 

e. Approve the Idaho Community Development Block Grant Program 

Request for Funds #3 

f. Approve the United Electric Authorization Form for Advanced Biofuels 

of Idaho LLC 

Motion by Joanne Justesen to approve the consent agenda. Second by Stegen Phillips.  Roll-Call 

Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

Discuss / Consider Semiquincentennial Celebration Options, Memorial Monuments, Tim 

Harris – ACTION ITEM 

Tim Harris of Memorial Monuments presented an updated monument design option. The 

Council also considered highlighting select words in gold for emphasis.  

 

No formal action was taken; direction was provided to move forward with modifications. 

 

Discuss / Consider Request for Waiver of Fees for the Use of Riverside RV Park for the 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes Event on April 25, 2026 – Heyburn Police Department and 

Voices Against Violence – ACTION ITEM 

Police Chief Ryan Bertalotto and Noemi Juarez, Executive Director of Voices Against Violence, 

requested that the City Council waive fees for use of Riverside Park to host the “Walk a Mile in 

Her Shoes” event in Heyburn on April 25th. The family-friendly event includes speakers, 

educational programming, a community walk, and an awards component.  

 

Motion by Stegen Phillips to approve the request for waiver of fees for the use of Riverside RV 

Park for the Walk a Mile in Her Shoes Event on April 25, 2026, but to require proof of liability 

insurance. Second by Brian Dodds.  Roll-Call Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – 

Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

Discuss / Consider Proposed Changes to the Fencing Ordinance – Damon Coffey  

– ACTION ITEM  

City Resident Damon Coffey addressed the City Council regarding a property line discrepancy 

and requested approval to install a four-foot chain-link fence and make landscaping 

improvements near the City right-of-way in front of his home. Discussion clarified that the area 

in question is City roadway property, not an easement, and that similar encroachments exist 

throughout the City. City staff and the City Attorney explained concerns regarding precedent, 

right-of-way use, sight-distance requirements, utilities, and ordinance compliance, while also 

acknowledging the broader, citywide nature of the issue. City Council discussed the possibility 

of a formal acknowledgment or agreement allowing limited encroachment with conditions and 

removal notice, but noted the need for further policy discussion.  

 

Council President Joanne Justesen disclosed that she has had discussions with Mr. Coffey in the 

past regarding his concern prior to the meeting. 
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No action was taken; this item was continued. 

 

Public Hearing for Application for Preliminary Subdivision Plat submitted by Big Horn 

Development owned by Troy and Heather Mortensen for their vacant farm ground land 

located north of the A canal and south of the field immediately south of the T&H Property 

Holding, LLC parcel south of 373 West, 355 West, and 353 West on 400 South Road. This 

property is located in a Residential High and Commercial General Zoning Districts. 

Brandon Landrum of Landrum Associates presented a proposed an overall subdivision 

development consisting of 45 single-family residential lots and three commercial lots. The 

residential lots are larger than minimum standards and will be developed in phases, with Phase 

One consisting of 28 homes to meet access requirements. The project includes planned water, 

sewer (with a lift station), and pressurized irrigation infrastructure, coordinated with City staff 

and MID, and is designed to accommodate future development to the north. Mr. Landrum noted 

strong demand for residential lots in Heyburn and stated that no HOA or CC&Rs are anticipated 

at this time.  

 

Mayor Anderson opened the public hearing. 

Those speaking in favor were: None. 

Those speaking neither in favor nor against were: Roy Belnap. 

Those speaking against were: None. 

Hearing no further comments, Mayor closed the public hearing. 

 

Discuss / Consider Application for Preliminary Subdivision Plat submitted by Big Horn 

Development owned by Troy and Heather Mortensen for their vacant farm ground land 

located north of the A canal and south of the field immediately south of the T&H Property 

Holding, LLC parcel south of 373 West, 355 West, and 353 West on 400 South Road – 

ACTION ITEM 

City Attorney Paul Ross stated that the application was heard by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission, which recommended approval, and that Council is asked to consider approval of 

the Phase One preliminary plat only. 

 

Motion by Joanne Justesen to approve the Application for Preliminary Subdivision Plat for Phase 

One only submitted by Big Horn Development owned by Troy and Heather Mortensen for their 

vacant farm ground land located north of the A canal and south of the field immediately south of 

the T&H Property Holding, LLC parcel south of 373 West, 355 West, and 353 West on 400 

South Road. Second by Stegen Phillips.  Roll-Call Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – 

Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

Public Hearing for Proposed Zoning Code Update to Title 9 Chapters 3 and 4 to update 

Subdivision Processes related to Preapplications, Preliminary Plats, and Final Plats, 

updating Subdivision Specifications and Intersections, and further clarifying subdivision 

lots.  

City Attorney Paul Ross reviewed the proposed updates to the City’s subdivision code, noting 

the City Council and Planning and Zoning Commission have reviewed the amendments over the 

past through multiple noticed public hearings. The updates clarify the subdivision and platting 
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process, revise minimum lot sizes and frontage standards, formally allow phased subdivisions, 

and add provisions addressing large-scale developments, including green space requirements and 

improvements. The amendments are intended to modernize the code and address issues 

identified through recent subdivision reviews. 

 

Mayor Anderson opened the public hearing. 

Those speaking in favor were: Roy Belnap stated that he was in favor of the proposed changes. 

Those speaking neither in favor nor against were: None. 

Those speaking against were: None. 

Hearing no further comments, Mayor closed the public hearing. 

 

Discuss / Consider Ordinance No. 2026-720 Ordinance of the City of Heyburn, Updating 

Subdivision Code when Subdivision Required, Updating Subdivision Process Related to 

Preapplications, Preliminary Plats, and Final Plats, Updating Subdivision Specifications 

and Intersections, and Further Clarifying Subdivision Lots, Providing Effective Date. 

Third Reading. – ACTION ITEM 

City Council reviewed Ordinance No. 2026-720. 

 

Motion by Joanne Justesen to have City Attorney Paul Ross read Ordinance No. 2026-720 once 

by title only for the third and final reading. Second by Stegen Phillips. Roll-Call Vote:   Brian 

Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

City Attorney Paul Ross read Ordinance No. 2026-720 once by title only. 

 

Motion by Joanne Justesen to adopt Ordinance No. 2026-720 as presented. Second by Stegen 

Phillips. Roll-Call Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

Discuss / Consider Ordinance No. 2025-719 Ordinance of the City of Heyburn, Dedicating 

Additional Portions of Roadway to 10th Street from Highway 30 to J Street and from J 

Street to H Street, Dedicating Additional Portion of Roadway to J Street Just South of 

Highway 30, Reestablishing Portions of 10th Street East of H Street, Reassigning Addresses 

for 1000 J Street, 1130 J Street, and 1141 Highway 30, Amending all Heyburn Maps to 

include the Additional Portions to 10th Street and J Street, Providing Effective Date. Third 

Reading. – ACTION ITEM 

City Attorney Paul Ross stated that there have been two changes since the last reading. Mr. Ross 

reported that a potential issue involving 10th Street was resolved after coordination with the 

County, as the error was determined to be a County GIS issue and required no changes. Mr. Ross 

also explained that a legal description related to the notch in J Street was corrected due to a 

previously vacated portion of 12th Street, resulting in the parcel shifting approximately 40 feet; 

the amended deed has been signed and will be recorded, allowing proper roadway dedication. 

Additionally, a minor housekeeping correction was added to fix swapped addresses on 16th 

Street, discovered during an emergency response. No further changes were anticipated. 

 

Motion by Stegen Phillips to have City Attorney Paul Ross read Ordinance No. 2025-719 once 

by title only for the third and final reading. Second by Brian Dodds. Roll-Call Vote:   Brian 

Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 
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City Attorney Paul Ross read Ordinance No. 2025-719 once by title only. 

 

Motion by Stegen Phillips to adopt Ordinance No. 2025-719 as presented. Second by Brian 

Dodds. Roll-Call Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

Discuss / Consider Cooperative Agreement for the Design and Construction of the Burley  

Interchange (IC) (exit 208) and the Heyburn Interchange (exit 211) on Interstate 84 in 

Minidoka County – ACTION ITEM 

Mayor Anderson stated that City staff are still in contact with the involved parties and working 

out the details. This item was continued.  

 

Discuss / Consider Options for City Signs – ACTION ITEM 

Community Development Director Jerome Fagaldefeg presented welcome sign design options, 

including various font styles and post configurations, and requested Council feedback. Council 

discussed preferences for adding a welcoming phrase, potential addition of an established year, 

avoiding background elements that take away from the logo, and whether signs should be single 

or double-sided depending on location.  

 

The item was continued to the next meeting to allow further review, input from all Council 

members, and consideration of locations. 

 

Discuss / Consider Declaring Value on Agri-Service Building – ACTION ITEM 

City Attorney Paul Ross reviewed the statutory process under Idaho Code Title 50, Chapter 14 

for the potential sale of City-owned real property. City Council was advised that before 

conveying or selling property, the City must declare a value or minimum price, provide public 

notice, and hold a noticed public hearing, with publication occurring at least 13–14 days in 

advance. An April 8th Council meeting was identified as a potential hearing date to allow 

adequate notice and preparation, including completing utility connections to the building prior to 

sale. City Council discussed options for setting a minimum sale price, noting the prior appraisal 

of approximately $2.6 million. 

 

Motion by Stegen Phillips to declare a minimum value of $2,650,000 on the Agri-Service 

Building. Second by Joanne Justesen.  Roll-Call Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – 

Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

Discuss Irrigation System Modeling and Evaluation of Viability Strategies prepared by 

Brockway Engineering PLLC  

Mayor Anderson stated that the Irrigation System Modeling and Evaluation of Viability 

Strategies report prepared by Brockway Engineering PLLC was included in the packet and will 

be discussed at the February 3rd Special City Council meeting. Council Members were 

encouraged to read and review the report in advance. Those present also discussed the need to 

consider separating the irrigation fund into an enterprise fund. 

 

Mayors Time, and Committee Reports 
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Council President Joanne Justesen provided a brief update on the Joint Powers Animal Control 

stating the committee met on January 26th to discuss potential changes to animal shelter 

adoption and licensing fees. The committee also discussed exploring new dog tag technology, 

including QR codes, to improve owner identification.  

 

Mayor Anderson stated it had been two weeks as Mayor, and this was his first full council 

agenda, which was challenging, but Council worked through it successfully. Mayor had no 

additional updates to share. 

 

Comments from the Public: This time is designated for members of the public to address 

their city elected officials. Comments related to any Public Hearing(s) and land use items 

should be made during the public hearing for those specific items(s).  Individuals will be 

limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes.   

Mayor Anderson opened the time up for comments from the public. 

 

Two members of the public provided comments. 

 

Executive Session  

Pursuant to Idaho Code 74-206(1)(f) to communicate with legal counsel for the 

public agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending 

litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be 

litigated. – ACTION ITEM  

Mayor Anderson stated that the executive session information was provided in the council packet 

and, unless there were questions, there was no need for an executive session.  

 

The executive session was tabled. 

 

Confirmation of Attendance for the February 03, 2026 Special City Council Meeting and 

the February 11, 2026, City Council Meeting/Motion to Adjourn – ACTION ITEM 

Mayor Anderson noted the upcoming meeting dates and asked for a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. 

 

Motion by Joanne Justesen to adjourn the council meeting.  Second by Stegen Phillips. Roll-Call 

Vote:   Brian Dodds – Aye; Joanne Justesen – Aye; Stegen Phillips – Aye. 

 

 

 

The council meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM. 

 

 

 

Chad Anderson                     Ashlee Langley 

Mayor             City Clerk/Treasurer 


